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PREFACE. 


SHOULD chance direct a Judge, or what is worſe 
a Critic, (for all Critics are not Judges) to a peruſal 
of the following SKETCHES, it may be deemed pre- 
ſumptuous in the Author, attaching to them the title 
of our Immortal Bard; ſuffice it therefore to obſerve, 


that they were not the efforts of deep and midnight 


ſtudy, but the ready and careleſs effuſions of a ju- 
venile pen, written without much thought of merit- 
ing approbation, and with no intention of ſoliciting 
applauſe ; the addition of Sha#ſper:an was annexed, 
after a reading by ſome of the Writer's friends, who 
thought they reſembled in a trivial degree the ſtyle 
of Shakſpeare, and from his having read more than 
once, moſt of the works of that celebrated Genius, 
they may perhaps in ſome reſpects bear an humble 
analogy, though it was the opinion of others, and not 


the vanity of his own, that induced him to honour 
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PREFACE. 


them with the above appellation, ſenſible that 
&« 2 Shakſpeare drops but once from the indulgent ſkies ;” 
and that an attempt to rival, or even to imitate, his 


peculiar mode of expreſſion, would be folly and fruit- 


leſs labour. 


„ Thoſe lines borrowed from Shakſpeare, or other Writers, 
are diſtinguiſhed with quotation marks, and reſtored to their re- 
ſpective owners. | | 


« 7'll ſpeak of them as they are, 
Nothing extenuate, nor ſet down aught in malice.” 
SHAKSPEARE. 


& Dicere verum, 
Quid vetat ?” 
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' DEDICATION 
TO MRS. WALLACE. 


MY DEAR MOTHER, 


Havinc been honoured by ſeveral 


commands from my friends requeſting a 
Book of the following Sketches, which you 
have already peruſed in Manuſcript ; (and 


having calculated that the expence of writing 


out a few books would exceed that of printing 
off a number of copies) I determined to com- 
mit them to the preſs, by which means I am 
the better able to accomodate the private 
circle of our acquaintance. And as the 
little merit that may attach to this volume 
will naturally be more highly valued by you 


than by others, not ſo nearly allied ; I know 


no perſon to whom I can dedicate it with fo 
much propriety as to yourſelf. Permit me, 


therefore, to lay it at your feet, as a token 
of my affection; and with ſincere prayers 


iv DEDICATION. 


for the continuance of your own and my 
father's life and health, until you both arrive 


at a good old age, believe me, in ſubſcribing 
myſelf, 


Your dutiful Son, 
London, | 
Aug. 1, 17950 


James WALLACE. 
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SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 
(WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1790) | 


Of different Characters, including the Writer's Family, ſome of 
their Relations, Friends, and Acquaintances. 
C— 
THE AUTHOR, 


N O partial love or wanton malice 
Directs the pen I move; | 3 
Truth guides the tongue, and Juſtice holds the ſcale. 


DOCTOR H#D##N. 


Meet him in the ſtreets, 

And you will know him by his thread-bare coat, 
Tho' he can well afford good raiment; 

His choiceſt food is politics 

And take him all in all, he is a character 

Made up of ſtrangeſt compoſition ! 


MR. ARCHDEACON PX LX Y. 


The Book of Knowledge. 


2 ' SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES. | 


= MR. * * * * * * 3 VP 1 - 


He cares not how he lives himſelf, 

But Friends he'll treat with choiceſt fare, 

And ne'er will let them part diſſatisfied ; 

Is truly juft in all his dealings; 

And loves thoſe things which do adorn the man : 
But yet, in ſenſibility, his tender heart 

Does ſpeak the very woman. 


MR. C—PB—LL, OF L+#ST#* N HALL, 


In dreſs and manners a perfect gentleman, 
Nor prides himſelf on boaſt of family: 
* But ſuch good ſenſe does mark his conduct, 
That where-e' er he goes, 

His friendſhip doth inſure him hearty welcome. 


SIR GEORGE R——D. 


Well, my dear, our Father's gone at laſt ! 
Sunk into ſleep eternal! 

But where's the eſtate? and thoſe W 
Which ſhould attend the baronet ? 

Tis cruel uſage :— 


Though I may perhaps deſerve it all. 


SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 3 


MR. IX XX XK G OF THE TEMPLE. 


A worthy gentleman, and full of generoſity; 

He loves his friend, and when he can, will ſerve him: 
Such virtues as adorn his noble ſoul, 

Do well deſerve the trumpet's praiſe; 

For ſuch a man, the world will ſeldom look on. 


BISHOP OF 


A true good man, and full of charity; 

He loves to feed the poor ; 

Nor knows the wretched object of his bounty, 
From whence the generous portion comes. 


MR. G * LE. 


He eats—drinks—ſleeps—and lives 

Worſe than a travelling Jew—or country pedlar; 
| Broods day and night o'er maſſy bags of gold: 
(Then calculates what intereſt will add ;—) 

And ſhudders at the proſpect of their future fate! 


His ſole companion is his horſe, 


Nought elſe (ſave Mammon's ſmile) does he 3 
Nor name, nor character, | 
Nor thoſe things, which become the man of wealth, 


4 SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, | 


LADY C——, 


Such beauty, grace, and elegance combin'd, 
Would well a Britiſh court adorn. | 


LORD XX XXX #* * *, 


Aye, aye, I know him well ! 

The very ſlave of gold; 

For ſuch-like metal 

Would he ſell his anceſtry ! 

But *tis not fitting that ſuch rank and dignity, 


Should ſerve behind a counter, 


MR. X * X R. 


To know my deeds, twere beſt not know myſelf,”** 
I care not what the world may ſay— 

I have got that which will enſure me friends, 

And do not look for praiſe /— 

Oh, could I but gain each earthly wiſh, 

And gratify my golden proſpects, 

“ I'd jump the life to come,“ (Machett.,) 
Laugh at Zeelzebub, nor fear a God. 


* Macbeth, 


SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 5 


MR. WX DX X & E. 


He loves the company of Lords, 
And thoſe who bear great honours; 
And in good- breeding is himſelf a Lord. 


MR. K—— OF NORFOLK. 


I will not hear my friend traduced, 
Although the things ye ſpeak, may bear ſome truth, 
And carry meaning with them. 


DOWAGER LADY RR X BX D. 


A virtuous woman, and belov'd by all; 
She looks the widow well, 
And is moſt amiable in tears“. 


REV, MR. W *% *% D. 


A good- deſerving man; and rich in mental qualities 
A riſing pillar to the church ! 

His conduct well adorns the prieſtly 0 5 

And did Juſtice always do the thing that's juſt, 
He'd long, ere this, have gain'd preterment from her 


hands. 
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SIR ROBERT HAK XX XXS. 


His notes and different languages, 
And knowledge of the world, 
Have been the conſtant care and ſtudy of his mind. 


MR I. WA * X & & K. 


A modeſt well-behav'd young man,. — 
Writes pretty poetry; 

And is not deſtitute of ſenſe. — 

But could he caſt that ſhyneſs off, 
Which only ſerves to cloak his merits, 
He would do well. 


MRS. JOHN WX VX & X E. 


Married at an age I was | 

When others have not left their governeſs, 

But paſs for miſſes in their youthful teens ;— 

And ere I had attain'd to womanhood, 

A mother was I call'd to children three 

I love my offspring well, would ſerve them with my 
life; 

Aye, give up all for them; 

I love my huſband too, and ever ſtrive to pleaſe him. 


SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES. 7 
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SIR JAMES G—H—M, 


A gracious baronet | | - 

And tho? in parts inferior to a learned anceſtor, 
Yet wants not ſenſe : 

And bears unfeign'd reſpect 

To his loft parents friends. 


MRS. D—G—8, OF IRELAND. 


A beauteous widow ! 

| Whoſe only care is her dear childrens? good; 
And for them does condeſcend 

To do ſuch offices, 

As birth like hers will a brook, 


Or patiently endure. 


MR. IX G&S. 


Of eaſy manners and polite addreſs 

Of judgment ſound; but mild in argument: 

« Suauiter in modo ſed fortiter in re:“ — 
Weigh all his qualities in the juſt ſcale of Truth; 
His worth, his ſenſe, his kindneſs, and his NE! ; 
And ſuch a man he forms, 

As you'll not meet in tens of thouſands. 


SHAKSPFEFRIAN SKETCHES, 
—— —— — — — 


A man who liv*d but to deceiv 
But let not hatred, tho' it may be juſt, 
Diſturb the aſhes of the ſlumbring dead; 


For judgment comes hereafter. 


Had I a, title got, 

I ne'er would waſte whole years 

In dreary ſolitude : 

But as the Fates have order'd, 

So muſt 7 obey; 

Watch the eſtate, and guard my mother's will! 

And troth I feel myſelf much greater where I am, 

Than in the buſtling town; 

For there, the little conſequence I've left me, 
| Would vaniſh into nought ; 

And I ſhould be of xo repute. 


MR. E ck. 

| I have known better days 

But do ſubmit myſelf to Fate's decree, 
With duedecorum. | 


SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES. 9 


Where-e'er ſhe goes, good humour follows; 
And at the board ſhe graces with her ſmile ; 
There wit, that no one hurts, 

Does conſtantly attend, 

To give the feaſt the zeſt of fun. 


MR. TH%*#*#%#%%#*#*N. 


He woo's not ladies company— 

But likes a ſocial friend; 

And loves to talk away the hour, 

O'er good old port, and winter's fire; 

But yet he boaſts good qualities, 

Which they, who know him, know full well. 


DOWAGER MRS. 


In conſequence, as great as any queen | 

For rude preſumption tends her very train: 

In air and mien, ſhe apes the faſhionable great; 
And tho? ſuch falſe pretence to borrow'd dignity, 
Does ill befit her ſtation ; 

Yet ſelf conceit is ever at her heels, 

And marks her every ſtep. 


10 SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 


MRS,  M—N—0, i 


A friendly dame, and humorous, 
Without conceit or affectation. 


MRS. | mw . 


In the rude hour which gave thee birth, 

Black tempeſts howl'd | ſour nature frown'd ! — 

And meant her hag-like offspring for a midnight 
witch |— | | [ing caldron, 

(Pale * Hecate's Siſter /) to watch around the burn- 

Hubble bubble, toil and trouble” ! 

And haunt Macbeth upon the ghaſtly heath !— 

But ſhort is beauty's hour; 

And woman's charms ſoon fade away ; 

Kind heav'n has gifted thee with goods more laſting, 

True ftncerity—pure love and friendſhip bright are 
thine : | 

Religion's gentle powers thy actions ſway, 

For charity, that god-like boon, is yours ; 

And if above, the virtuous meet reward, 

There is, good woman, a place already fix'd for thee. 


* Reſcmbling Hecate in her {ks only, which, as being repre- 
ſentative of the fiery regions, we may ſuppoſe not very favourable. 


_ SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 11 


MR. & * Ek, OF KENT. 


Hour after hour will he ſit together, 
And ne'er the empty void of ſilence break 


LATE A——Y G——-L, 


The Law's great ornament ! 

And learned model of his own work ; 

The worn-out ſlave of application, 

Which too great induſtry, | 

Benumb'd his glowing honours in their birth, 
And ſnatch'd him from a weeping world 


MR. I. PX T#**%E. 


I've done a deed which I do fore repent me of.”* 
But who can ſtem the torrent of tumultuous love, 
Or ſhake off human frailty⸗ | 

And view unmov'd the opportunity, 

That waits on carnal appetite ? 

She claims my pity, 

And I will not leave her. 


* cc Oh, yet I do repent me of my fury, 
“That I did kill them.“ Maczzru. 


12 SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 


SIR EDWARD C#*#*8S#1E, 


A good and worthy man ! 

Who wiſhes well to all ; 

And, was it not for Fortune's limits, 
Would ſhine in generous actions. 


MR. PX*X*R##%N. 


My friend, I ſo long labour'd, 
Betwixt hope and fear; 
That now I've gain'd my cauſe, 
T feel not that ſweet comfort, 
Which ſucceſs did promiſe. 


MR. RR X TL *# * GE. 


After many toils and dangers paſt, 
He reſts compos'd uponhis native ſhore : 
Encircled by a troop of friends, 
Who wait on Virtue. 


SIR HENRY F=—, 


Firm in politics— 
Unhappy in an _ daughter? s fate | 


| SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 13 


MIsS W . 


I pray you, Madam, talk not to me, 

Of country Sguires, and ſuch like men; 
Who no diſtinction bear Log! 
I'll have a title which does bring reſpect 
Or marry not at all, 

That I'm reſolv'd upon. 


LADY MXXK Nx. 


I pray ye no more of this, good folks 

My birth and parentage did ſure entitle me to rank: 
I've got an aged knight; 

And ere the moon has many changes known, 

I will adorn his brow with that, 


Which ſhall mark out his folly. 


MISS M—X—L. 


True virtue dwells within her 

And with ſuch prudence, 

She may ſcape the love- laid ſnares of heated youth; 
But hedg'd within ſuch wild temptation, 

Unleſs ſhe guards her conduct well, 


Falſe tongues may wrong her. 


14  SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES, 


CAPTAIN'——— OF THE WEST KENT MILITIA. 


Peruſe his countenance— Tr 
And you will ſay, 
He loves good wine and honeſty. 


REV. DOCTOR PX EK X R. 


Whene'er the pulpit he aſcends, 
The doors fly open; 
And, anon, the church is emptied !!! 


MR. B—R— . 


He loves good cheer, and cracks his jokes 
Which often ſet the table in a roar ; 


But ſuch they are ;— 
That better would they ſuit the pot-houſe fare, 
Than grace the table of a gentleman. 


CAPTAIN J#*N#*#N, OF THE GUARDS. 


He wears his cockade well; 

Attends his ſiſter's lectures on politeneſs : 
And does bear thoſe trappings of conceit, 
Attendant on the coxcomb. 


SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES _ 15 
— — —— — — 


MRS, EDWARD LXVX. 


The magnet of attraction 

And unaffected too withall ; 

For no conceited conduct ſhews 
That ſhe has knowledge of her charms. 


— 


Tis wond'rous ſtrange, 

That ſuch ſweet elegance and grace, 
Should not have yet enſnar'd a lover! 
Save one, that was not worth the having. 


GENERAL P N, OF THE COUNTY OF. 
KENT. 


He riſes at noon, or ſomewhat later if you pleaſe ! 
And breakfaſts at a rakiſh hour | | 

The ling'ring time, *twixt three and five, 

A morning ride does occupy [welcom'd gueſt, 
At ſix, the grateful dinner, that ne'er deceives its 
Smokes from the covers on the ſocial table ;— 
Again at twelve the midnight ſupper greets the ap- 
Nor wooes his head the pillow of repoſe, [petite ; 
Until the crowing cock denotes *tis break of day. 
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MR. K R K. 


A worthy man, and moſt indulgent father— 

But yet puff*d up with pride; 

Is rich in houſes which he ſcarce inhabits ; 

And tho” his purſe may well afford ſuch outward ſhew, 


It lacks good prudence for a guide. 


MR. BN NS & & . 


Iam not of that ſtamp to pride myſelfon favoursgranted, 
Nor flatter where I can't perform; 

But when the means J have to ſerve a friend, 
Unaſk'd I do the deed, 

And look for no reward. 


LADY RX CH%** D##N. 


Such bold aſſurance and preſumptuous air, 
Denote the cradle ſhe was rock'd in; 
And tell at once her pedigree ! 


MR. LX X D. 


He'll play you at whiſt for ten guineas a corner, 
And that will tell you if he underſtands the game. 
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MR. CHARLES S ** LwWX A D. 
A ſenſible diſcreet young man 


| Whoſe actions and deportment gain him love; 
Tis pity that no friend ſuch worth and patience 


ſhould reward. 


GE. 


MISS R 


Waſting the ſpring of life in cloſe confinement, 

She darts a placid ſmile through conſtant ſickneſs ! 
Shut up with uſeful books, which Nature kind fit · 
Has given her powers to underſtand, and memory to pro- 
Alas, poor Margaret ! would I could aſſuage thy pains, 
And pour balm into thy afflicted boſom 

A fairer floweret never rear'd its head, 

Or boaſted greater claim to admiration ! 

Till blaſted by the envious ſtorm; _ 

'Tis pity that ſhe ſuffers ſuch ill- health. 


MISS GX DD#*##*D. 


« J pray you fit ſtill, good friends, 
& Nor riſe till it be break of day; 

Let hearty welcome drink a health to all, 
« And good digeſtion wait on appetite” (ay paves.) | 
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THE LAIRD OF -—< MEMBER FOR. 


As deaf, poor man, as any poſt ! - . 

Can well afford to buy good food. 
But yet, to gain a mutton chop, | 
Would daily ſpunge upon a friend, 


CAPTAIN JhM###N- 


Encompaſs'd by misfortunes, which be „ 
But now the joyous fun 

Does ſhine upon his ſhatter'd bark; 

Secure from adverſe winds, - 


And will protect it to the port of wealth and ſafety. 


MR. C * GE, OF THE COUNTY OF — 


A rough old country ſquire 

By nature ne'er deſign'd for poliſh'd life; 
Nor fitted for the drawing room: 

The hardy ſon of native drollery, 

For at the board he ſits, 

Sheer wit does fly around, 

With ſuch remarks and queer grimaces, 
That gravity itſelf forgets her character, 
And wears for once l 


SHAKSPERIAN 3KETCHES, 


The daughter of Misfortune, ee 
And yet the child of Happineſs,! : } 
« But God tempers the wind to the ſhorn lambs. 

And ſcatters bleflings from above in juſt proportion. 


MRS. — | 


A virtuous woman, and a tender mother, 
And wants not ſenſe to guide her actions; 
But ſuch loſt fondneſs, laviſh'd on her children, 
Which meets with por returns, 

Should teach her wiſdom.- 
She boaſts of meek humility, 

But yet there's ſomething in her talk, 
Which ſmacks of pride. 


MR. 1 — X 1. 


Here, take my purſe, — 
The laſt poor farthing now is gone: 
« But leave me my good name, 


« And J ſhall ftill be rich. T 


* Sterne's Maria. + Shakſpeare, 
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REV. MR, B*&*CH#R., 


Report ſtates him to be a hypocrite! 

Aye, and one too, of no ordinary ſtamp; 
With ſmile perfidious, he plays upon 

Poor credulous woman, until he gains her all; 
Then laughs at honeſty! Vain empty word! 
Not coin'd for worlds like this. | 
Wife after wife—and portion after portion, 
Beſtrew their ſweets ſo thick upon him, 

That, troth, in getting theſe good things, 
Methinks the man will ne'er have done. 


MR. JOHN 


I love a ſet of jolly fellows ! 

And like to hear the toaſt go round ; 

The play and maſquerade are my delight— 

What joy it yields to follow renardoverhedgeandditch! 
A phaeton with four in hand's the thing; 

It cuts a daſh!— gee ho touch up the near leader! 
« That's your fort! A*n't I a genus”? (oolatocn, nad to ruin.) 
I own I court theſe things, or they court me; 

But yet, with all my faults, (if faults they are); 

I boaſt a heart that's full of parent's love, 

And brotherly affetion. 


 SHAKSPERIAN SKETCHES," 21 


DOCTER M— NN—O. 


In his profeſſion great! 
And boaſts the lore of medicine; 
But manners ſo uncouth, will never gain him favor. 


M RS, E —— 06 — D. 


Diſtreſs d and peſter d with her grandſon's wants 
Who claim by rules of /aw and ju/tice, 
The right of emptying her purſe. 


LADY R . 


Tho” rais'd from humble induſtry, 
No pride attendant on ſuch low birth and lofty ſtation, 


Does mark her conduct. 


SIR JOHN P&T R. 


A perfect woman's man 

And talks ſuch trifling ſtuff, 

As well does pleaſe the women; 

He loves a lady's chamber too withal! 
But friends among the men, 

« He muſt not look to have. 
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MR. WX XX XS. 


Oh, thoughtful ſtream !* whoſe aſpect kind, 
Salutes the wearied mariner's return, 

With friendly greeting to his long loſt ſhore ! 
What different viſions does thy moon-light flood, 
To my ſad eyes pourtray : 

Within thy famiſh'd gulf, 

Lies hidden, and for ever loſt; 

The faireſt flow' ret of the ſpring |! 

A wretched father's only pride |— 

Thou drear, yet ſweet, reflector of my howplet days! 
Thy ebbing tide awakes to memory ſuch ſcenes, 
« And makes calamity of ſo long date, (shakipeare.) | 
That life, methinks is ſcarcely worth the keeping. | 


MRS. IX MXR ON, 


The world does often lie- | 5 
And men will broach ſtrange things, | 
To chill a huſband's fondneſs ; | 

My conduct ftri&er might have been; 

But my ſweet love is kind, 

And has forgiven all. 


* The Thames. 
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S 6 >. "MRS; L — U b * 
0 - 


In early youth ſhe ran away with many a heart, 


A candidate for beauty's crown!” * — * [nance 
And ftillthe laurel ſhines around her ſmiling counte- 
Unfaded by autumnal ſuns! 


Tis hard that cruel fate (tho proſperous in her fortune) 
Should ſo far ſeparate her from thoſe ſhe loves. 

But yet where-e'er ſhe goes, ſhe makes new friends, 
And claims the beſt attention from a virtuous lord, 


MR. H#%*RR#+#S. 


He rides well—ſhoots well; 
Speaks Spaniſh, French, and Din ils 
Gives ſumptuous entertainments too ! 

In ſhort, whate'er he does, he does it well, 
And like a gentleman. 


” ESSE & -” 


MR. C -, MEMBER FOR —. 


Pray rally me no more, good friends, 
You know I always lov'd the ſex; 

And only led a ſingle life, 

Till I could find the woman 

Moſt ſuited to my choice. 


993 — — 2 434 
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SIR —— L#SHk&#*G%*%*N. 


A fteady, upright man 

Who would not ſell himſelf, or politics, 
For all the gaudy pomp | 

An empty title could beſtow. 


LATE MR. RR NN & M. 


His foremoſt trait was avarice ; 

And ſuch a ſordid ſoul 

Within his breaſt did dwell, 

As mortal man before, 

Did ſurely ne'er inherit; 

For, troth, he ſtoop'd to do ſuch things, 
As would diſgrace the meaneſt vaſlal ! 


SIR JOHN — 4 


He was diſſuaded from the match, my lord 
And could not brook the want of fortune— 


But yet, to win the heart of ſuch fair virtue, 


To play the fool with frantic Love, 
And then to leave her in deſpair; 
Was cruel and moſt vile behaviour, 
And did deſerve chaſtiſement. 
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LATE CAPTAIN A: 


A true born ſailor ! bold and dauntighy 5 

His ſtriking trait was honeſty, / 

Full many a ſtorm his batter'd bark unn, 

And rode triumphant o'er the haughty deep. 

At length worn out with age, and hongurableſerrie 
And truſting to her pilot's {kill ; 
Toſs'd to and fro ſhe roll'd above her azure grave, 
Then fell to pieces. 

Involv'd her brave . in her fate, 

And ſunk into eternal night. 


—— 


LADY ; 


My honor'd father did do well, 

When he procur'd me this Scotch lord, 

To guard his golden coffers; 

For in ſuch hands, | 
'The truſt will never fail, ; 


MR. EDWARD A%*K%N#%#N. 


Unfortunate in what his father's fate has been | 
But now nativity's kind ſtar does ſhine; 5 
And promiſes rewaro. 
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LATE MRS. T———T. 


Hail, ſweet Lethean pool ! 

In kind oblivion let me drown my woes; 

For ever huſh'd within thy ſilent boſom, 

Each ſtifled thought ſhall lumber in forgetfulneſs !|— 
I neꝰ' er did wrong a huſband's love, 

O witneſs for me, Heaven [thine: 
Curs'd Jealouſy ! thou foe to happineſs, this deed is 
And yet to part for ever—unknown the ſentence too 
That waits my crime hereafter — [be ſo— 
But down my thoughts I'm ſick at heart It muſt 
Life has loſt its reliſh, and virtue its reward reſolv'd; 
Farewell, my love— farewell, farewell | 


REV. MR. NX X XN. 


Could he be underſtood, 

His ſermons would be excellent 

Vear rolls on year, and no preferment brings: 
But ſtill he builds fair proſpects 

On the vain canvaſs of deluſive hope; 

And muſes through the prime of life, 

The fable inmate of a dreary parſonage :— 
He well deſerves his father's patronage, 

And claims aſſiſtance from his hands. 
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LATE MR. T——6, OF S—D—P. 


Fickle as the wind, poor man! 

Will after-Will he made, and ne'er was fatified; 
The laſt he met he lov'd the beſt ; 

And ſo completely was their dupe, | 

That Flattery effac'd from mind his former FO 
And in the flumb'ring dream of death, him. 
Bequeath'd his little all to one, who had no claim upon 


MR. On G_—_ LY, 


A hoſpitable man! 

Who greets his friends with no falſe en 

But hearty welcome gives to all; 

And ne'er will let them quit his roof, 

Without their fill of mirth, and goodly treatment. 


REV. MR. PX XK KN NR & N. 


My heart was ſick with love! 

Oh, had I been lord of 4ingdoms, 
I would have deign'd them all, 
Could I have call'd her mine ;— 
She was ſo mingled with my views 
And thoughts of future happineſs, 
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« Canſt thou not miniſter to a mind diſeas'd 3 
« Pluck from the memory a rooted ſorrow; 


« Raſe out the written troubles of the brain, 


« And, with ſome ſweet oblivious antidote, 


<: Cleanſe the full boſom of that perilous ſtuff, 


„Which weighs upon the heart?“ (Macbeth.) 


CAPT. GX X GX X T, OF THE HORSE GUARDS. 


A poliſh'd gentleman | 
Unknown to foppery and conceit ; 
And when in regimental's fire array'd, 


Neo damſel could reſiſt the flame. 


MAJOR X XR NN X X X. 


To ſerve a friend, he'd run from pole to pole 
And yet, when e'er he ſtirs abroad, 

A ſet of tag- rags follow at his heels; 

Pull his red coat in frolie mood, 

And aſk him how he came to be a ſoldier? 

For nature ſure deſign'd him for a Mountebank Il 


o vide notes at the end of theſe Sketches. 
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MR. | _ 


He boaſts great learning! 

Is deep in claſſic knowledge; 
Delights in foſſils 8 
And botany's his hobby: 

His medicine too ſells well, 
Could he but ſave the produce: 
But that's impoſſible 
For generoſity and avarice are foes, 
Which ne'er go hand in hand. 


MRS. A 


Affliction e'er has been her gueſt! 

But Virtue ſtill does hold her up, 

Againſt Adverſity's dark frown ; 

With patience bleſt, and chriſtian fortitude, 


Her wiſdom ſmiles through grief, 
And looks for happineſs hereafter. 


MISS S—W—N. 


Belov'd and well reſpected ſhe has been thro? life; 
For virtue gain'd her friends, 
And pav'd her way to fortune. 
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REV. DOCTOR M#J#*#*#% IE. 


Senſe and gravity like his, 

Would well become a mitre / 

Such wiſe—pathetic ſermons iſſue from his tongue, 
Re-echoed thro? the liſt' ning aile by voice ſo muſical, 
That ſacred melody it ſeems ! pour'd from above, 
To ſatisfy the faithful chriſtian--and to force attention 
From the ſilent multitude | with ſtreaming eyes, 
Retiring to their peaceful homes : 

While royalty itſelf is ſaid to weep 

At eloquence divine. 


A goodly woman, 
Whoſe deeds of love and charity, 
Do ſurely merit praiſe. 


MRS. — 


I am fo tough, 

And made of ſuch materials ; 

I think I ne&er ſhall die; 

So, grandſon, ſeek not the eſtate, 
Which thou in juſtice, haſt a right to. 
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MAJOR ' S——TT, MEMBER FOR . 


No Burke, with all his eloquence, 
Shall ever wrong the man J love; 
Nor prove my friend was falſe, 
In his dear country's cauſe. 


MR. W*L%#%N. 


A man whoſweats his brow, to bring his children food, 
And well does ſhine in Æſculapian ſchool ! 

Aye, and ſuch a character he is, 

With all his lore and mental qualities combin'd; 
That view him 'mongſt the common herd of men, 
And *tis great queſtion if you meet his fellow. 


MRS. MIX X # IE. 


Full many a ſpring ſhe gave to penſive ſolitude, 
When youth and beauty ſat upon her brow? 3 
When Cupids ſporting round, 

Allur'd her to the arms of Love; but all in vain;— 
Till came the man, whoſe vows her paſſion did approve: 
And now (whate'er her charms may be) 
She values not a fluttering train of beaus, 
But clings unto a much-lov'd huſband. 
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MR. L——, OF  E———TH——M.: 


Of judgment great in his profeſſion ! 

And ſkill that ſpeaks phyſicians” common lore, | 
Of little value - | WP. 1 
For, was I ſick in body, f 
Aye, e' en drooping to the grave; 

With his ſole good advice and council, 
I'd reſt content and ſatisfied. | 


GENERAL F#*%#*#*%*#*#*%R 


A worn-out ſoldier ! | 

And tho' not the worſe for n 

Has ſeen ſome ſervice; 

And dauntleſs ſtood amidſt the cannons' roar. 
A veteran gallant! 

That woo's attendance on the ladies, i 
And ſometimes talks them to repoſe ! . 
Would that his poor W could find ſome too. "Þ 


| | | 
| MR. Jonn H&R & X. 
} 


A War s hatred I never did deſerve! | | 
And yet, with all the wrongs he heaps upon me, | 
I n&er did ſpeak him falſe, 
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Thoſe gems which do adorn the mother and the wife, 
And artleſs ſhew their native brilliance; 
With friendſhip pure, and true ſincerity, 


Are tokens fair of her good character. 


7 * SIR FREDERIC VIX E. 


Now you have brought your friend, good Charles, 
Pray ſpeed his journey back again ;— 

For with a character of ſuch like ſtamp, 

I do not love to fit at meat. 


MR. H&R # #* # # Gs. 


« Farewell; a long farewell, to all my greatneſs ! 
« This is the ſtate of man: To day he puts forth 
« The tender leaves of hope: to morrow bloſſoms, 
« And bears his bluſhing honors thick upon him: 


8 The third day comes a froſt, a killing froſt, 


« And while he thinks, good eaſy man, full ſurely, 
« His greatneſs is a ripening, nips his ſhoot; 
« And then he falls as I do.” (Wolfey.) 


® See Notes at the end of theſe Sketches. 
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MRS, TX XXX X NN. 


See, ſee, the comes ! and Queen-like moves along 
Dreſs'd in gracious looks and ſuch ſweet ſmiles, ' 
As would an Anchorite rouſe from apathy ; 
Who can behold, and not admire ? 
But when inform'd thoſe charms | 
Are daily yielding to devouring love, [made, 
Will he not weep? —Aye, were his heart of adamant 
It ſure would melt—enforcing tears of pity. 


LORD KE##*##*#*%**%**%**%*%#%*+#T. 


No, mighty Man—T know it well 

In riches—ſize, or conſequence 

I want not to be told theſe things, my Lord— 

Tho' poor in purſe, yet rich in ſpirit; 

For Independence is my motto: | 

T owe no man a farthing ; 

Pay rigidly what exigence requires, 

And ſcorn to bow my knee to courtly — 
3 Who &er deceive the meek Petitioner ; 

| Then where's my poverty ?—ſuch mean remarks 

Do better fit the man who makes them ; 

(For wealth is ſometimes poor) and ill attach to one, 

Whoſe ſoul ſoars far above the ſtings of Indigence. 
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SIR THOMAS — 


His wife is off his ſhoulders! 

And when his debts are paid, 

He'll better look upon himſelf; 

A well-bred man! 

And much of faſhionable life has ſeen ; 

But pride and folly mark him for their own, 

Or elſe he'd neꝰ er aſſume a dormant title, 

Which, troth, by Scotland's Jaws, he has no right to. 


MR. Horn RG, 


His ſtately dome, with bold pretence, 

Salutes the paſſing traveller's notice! 

Who ſays within himſelf ;— 

Such outward ſhew ſavours of good inward feaſting; 
Would I had a goblet rich of briſk champaign, 


To quench my longing thirſt ! This mind. 


Theſe, and ſuch- like thoughts fill up the vacuum of 
Till ' neath his gaudy fight the pompous manſion ſinks. 


MR. G—DD—D. 


Twas a ſumptuous treat, and princely ball! 


And ſery*d in ſuch good order, 


As well did mark the donor's liberality. 
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REV. MR. 71 


Within his vicarage domain, ſo neat and trim, 

He dreams away Life's happy hour; 

Scoffs at Folly's train, and bids old Care 

Go haunt Ambition's aching breaſt : | 

With books encircled, and the village flock, 

And now and then a friend to ſhare the welcome meal; 
Content he traverſes the peaceful vale; 

More independent in his mind, 

Than they who cover'd are wich tawdry honors, 
And glitter from an anxious throne. 


* MISS 


O, could I but « add a cubit to my ſtature!” 
Had I but fair Helen's + face! | 

The form of Venus! and ſweet Juno's grace 
Minerva's wiſdom, is not worth a thought 
O, deign me but her ſpeaking eye! 

Grant me, ye gods, this ardent prayer; 

And I ſhall live content and happy; 

Theſe wiſhes form my coat of arms, 

And, dear ſixteen, my motto II! 


vide explanatory Notes at the end of theſe Sketches. 


+ Eſteemed the — 3 beautiful woman in the world. 
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CW TIEN _— — I EN — 


LATE MISS LOUISA WX XXX NX. 


As the fair flower, whoſe ſtately creſt, 

(Scattering round its pearly drops) 

At length bows down, ſubmiſſive to the ſtorm ; 

So ſunk thy graces to an early tomb, 

Obedient to the wiſe decree; 5 
Whilſt many a tear around thy death-bed flow'd! 
O ! had heaven ordained thee years mature, 

Ah! many a bleeding heart around thy form had hung, 
Waiting kind love's approving ſmile: 

But number'd with the virtuous choir above, 

In angel ſtate, thy image dear, ſurvives the grave; 
And ſolaces thy earthly friends with hopes immortal. 


MR. E — R —— rr. 


See him where- er you will, 

A goodly ſmile, and welcome countenance, 
Salutes the meeting | 
A token kind of happineſs |! 
And if great riches can command that envied blefling, 
He well may call the jewel his ; 

For dame Proſperity has been his mother, 
And he, her favorite offspring, 

Whoſe ways and deeds ſhe e' er directed. 
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I will not haggle with thee, friend, about pretenſions— 
In caſe of death, or what may happen; 

Thy worth, and not thy purſe, has my conſideration: 
I think you'll uſe my daughter well, and treat her 
As becomes a huſband; 

Here then, take her, with her portion down, | 

And if ſhe dies, the dowry's thine. 


MR. THOMAS W 


He loves his parents well, and the parting with them, 
Did nearly rend his heart in twain: 

Twas a hard ſtruggle for his manly ſoul: 
But nature, combating within him, 

- Subdued his drooping heart; 

And bade the ſtifled tear to flow, 

Which trickled down his care-fraught cheek 
Like dew-drops from the evening roſe, 
Beſtripp'd of all its pride, 

And loft to Comfort's cheering ray 

But Time ſhall give them back their ſon, 
With honors loaded, and rupees, 

Which induſtry and length of years, 

Will ſurely deign him. 
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LATE MR. H MES, OF LINCOLNx's INN. 


He lov'd a midnight game at cards, 
And often left his purſe behind; 
The ruin'd dupe of woman's art, 
And wretched victim of her vice! 
What-e'er ſhe ſaid, he'd credit, 

As tho' *twere Holy Goſgel 
Which il]-plac'd truſt deceiv'd itſelf, 
And laid him in an early grave. 


LATE MRS. I . 


Mild in ſpeech, and ſoft in manner, 

With ev'ry power to pleaſe, and in her Ne lovely; 
Neat in her attire - domeſtic in her conduct; | venly,”* 
Sickneſs © had touch'd her looks with ſomething hea- 
And nature own'd her for her faireſt daughter z 
Gave her ſenſe and elegance, and all thoſe charms, 
Which captivate the ſight, and win the heart of man. 
In ſhort, to ſum up all her virtues and perfections, 
A better wife, and fonder mother, 

Did never guard a huſband's bed. 


Sterne. 
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MRS. . 


Here, vurt men! 


Remove that there copper 


I told you afore, 


As how would not have it hows: 


 Arn't I miſtreſs of the houſe ? 


Obey then inſtantly; 
PII do as / pleaſe, 
And not as ye do lift. 


LL rome — 


He lives within a ſordid hut, 

Whoſe outward front ſpeaks poverty ! 

His chief companion is his houſe-keeper; 
Whom he aſſiſts in boiling of the pot! 

To him employment rare:— | 

When others groan beneath the dog-days' heat, 
He cringes o'er a crackling fire: 
Speaks ſeveral languages 

And is for life genteeler fitted ; 

In ſhort, but analize this man from top to tae, 
His ſenſe and natural parts withal, 

And you will ſay he forms a compound ſtrange, 
And moſt eccentric. 
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LADY XX XX XXX. 


By half too learned for a woman 

For if report ſpeaks true, | 

She reads each author's works in foreign languages ; 
And Greek and Latin totter from her tongue, 

As oaths are thrown from mouths of Billingſgates, 
Which awe the timid hearer from approach ! 


MR . . 


Preſuming Democrat |! 

Rais'd to what thou art from ſtate ſo humble ! 

Doſt thou pretend to give to England laws, 

Pull down her fabric, and ere& a new one; 
Diſpute in politics. with learned men, 

And thunder in their ears Equality / 

Such is indeed the aim of Jacobins, 

Who envious view the ſtate they cannot reach:— 
But, young man, beware! look tow'rds the Tower !* 
Behold thy friends incarcerated ; | 
And let its threat'ning turrets ſtop thy mad career : 
For Albion glads to ſee 

The Traitor puniſh'd, and the Patriot free. 


In giving theſe Sketches their preſent form, it will be 
perceived that zbis, with a few others, have been added to the 


original number, fince the year 1790. 
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MR, PX*#kE#*%#*%#*+#T., 


Of poliſh'd mannere=--fnooc and * tongued, 

He ſtrives to win each lady's ear: 

The eaſy grace of Cheſterfield in him revives 

The air Beau-Monde,—unknown to vulgar cits :— 

His early life he'paſs'd among the ſons of Pleaſure, 

Nor gave to Care thoſe fleeting hours which ne'er 
return; 

But liv*d his day, and baſk d beneath the ſun, 

Ere winter clouds o'erſpread man's happy ſpring; 

Thoughtleſs of future proſpects until fortune vaniſh'd. 

And when again the fickle goddeſs ſmil'd, : 

He purchas'd wiſdom with experience. 

And now, like the ſafe mariner upon the ſteady cliff, 

He looks oꝰer dangerous ſeas, on which his N 
veſſel ſplit; 

And paints, to his dear ſon's imagination, 

The dreadful horrors of a ſhipwreck! 

Thus grey-beards, in their ſober dotage, plain, 

When feeble nature ſpurns them from the ſportive 

Forgetful of paſt pranks, and juvenile exploits, 


Deal out from harden'd muſcles their rigid lecture — 


Preach leſſons of example to merry youths, 


Embarking on a voyage of pleaſure. 


— 
* 


— 
* 
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MRS, M— . 


Married to a man, qui gaudet canibus et equis,”* 
Happy in her love, and happy in her ſtation; 

A pattern for her ſex to imitate, 

And teach the virtuous how to die ; 

Fond of life, contented with the world, 

And yet content to leave it; in the dark hour, 
When death hung doubtful o'er her ſickly pillow ; 
(Refign'd, and ready to obey the ſummons of her — 
She ſaw compos'd his drear appendages, | 
Beheld each preparation undiſmay'd ; n lord, | 
And calling round her bed, thoſe weeping friends ſhe 
The partner of her ſoul, and children dear, 


Her bleſſing gave, directions iſſued 


For her funeral obſequies; ſerene and ſenſible 
In life's laſt hour (for drooping to the grave ſhe ſeemꝰd ) | 
Then caſt a ſmile tow'rds bleſt eternity, 
And bade farewell! 


Who delights in Dogs and Horſes, 
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LATE MR, J 


Behold a ſage aſtronomer and great arithmetician ! 
Oft would he ſtop upon the crouded way, 

To greet the moon! fair miſtreſs of the night! 

Hail ſplendid queen! amid thy glittering train! ſthee! 
Mute arbitreſs of tides | how great the God that made 
And then would mutter to the paſſing breeze,— 


How it was ſuppoſed by NEw TON, HERSCHELL, and 


HIMSELF, 
A woRLD ſhe was, peopled like the earthly globe 
We move on; how planets roll'd around the burning ſun! 
How diſtant ſtars, fix'd in the wondrous firmament, 
Were ſuns innumerable to worlds immeaſurable ! 
A mighty ſcholard too he was! | 
In learning equal to Pythagoras. 
« Fic, hæc, hoc] „ Ego ſcribendo, ] can read]! 

legere, I can write! 

« Tacitorum Latinorum,—lI talks Latin 128 
Alas, poor Lingo ! And art thou gone? 
Buried are all thy eccentricities and knowledge ! 
But thou wert juſt and honeſt in thy dealings; 
And truth muſt own, endow'd with ſuch a genius, 
As nature deigns in common to mankind: 


* Lingo,—Agrecable Surprize. 


— 
* 


— 
- 


And when of late proud Mars invok'd to arms Britan- 
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Then let not irony, howe'er diſpos'd to ſmile, 

Defraud thee of thy rights; 

Nor blot from memory thy worth and induſtry : 

« Light may reſt the turf upon thy head” —(seme) | 
And happy may you wake in peace and glory. 


| MAJOR 1 — . 


He ſaw no glory in a par ſon's life — 


« For he had heard of battles, and he long'd 
« To follow to the field ſome warlike lord, 
« And heaven ſoon granted what his fire denied.“ * 


nia's ſons, 
Well did he fight on Gallia's glutted plain, 
Streaming perpetual blood ; in the trying hour, 


When love and ſickneſs preying on his ſpirits, 


Combated his noble nature, for ſcarce had finiſh'd 
Her career, the fleeting honey-moon, 

When honor lur'd him from the arms of beauty, 
And broke up Hymen's banquet; but Courage 

Led him on to glory, and after many a toil o*'ercome, 
Reſtor'd him to his weeping love: | 


And ſhe loves him for the dangers he has paſt, 


And he loves her that ſhe does pity them.“ (oe 


on Tragedy of Douglas. 
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MRS. IX X NRX N. 


Bleſt is the laſs who weds a country ſwain! 

And this has been EL1za's lot— 

How ſmoothly through life's rugged path 

Her footſteps glide, by no vain wiſhes ſtamp'd— 
She well performs the woman's. part, 

And ſhews to thoſe around her, 

The duties of a virtuous wife : 


« Ah! what a life is this ! how ſweet, how lovely” !# | 


In the freſh early morn, ſhe riſes with the lark, 
And tends her houſehold cares :— 
And, when the buſineſs of the day is done, 


| Regales with her dear love, 


O'er ſupper's clean repaſt, 

Cheer'd by ſmiles and uſeful converſe; 
Then liſtens to her ſhepherd's lute, 
And ſinks to undiſturb'd repoſe. 


— 


Henry VI. Shakſpeare. 


— 


W G4 
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MR. JOHN R. 


On India's clime his heart was fixed 

And fave the parting with his friends, 

Ne'er caſt one ſorrowing look behind, 

In kind adieu to Albion's ſhore ! 

Tho? meek and mild in temper, 

A noble ſpirit grac'd his actions, 

That ne'er would bear “ the oppreſſor's wrong, 
Without a juſt revenge. 


MR. & & & & X & & MEMBER FOR 


Fame early dubb'd this modeſt youth a NONPAREIL, 
Eaton's learned PIG! and Oxford's wonDER! 

And now he uſhers forth a mighty politician |! 

The faithful echo of opinions 

Retail'd from miniſterial organs; 

The Eleve fair of Britain's virtuous ruler ; 

Under whoſe kind auſpices our prophets tell, 

He'll ſoar to greater note: Old Time, they ſay, 
Will mould him into ſuch an orator, 

That on ſome future night, perchance, [ quence, 
When London's ſenate-houſe revibrates with his elo- 
Pale ATHEN's dumb-laid ghoſt may raife her empty 
In wild aſtoniſhment ! and bluſh (ſkull, 
For CIcERO and DEMOSTHENES. 


7 
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E. 


REV. MR. M 


A man whoſe grave deportment ſpeaks him wiſe, 

His virtuous conduct claims, not courts, the hamlet's 
praiſe; | 

Rich in pariſh love—reſpeRed by his neighbours, 

He wears the rector's character with gracious dignity; 

Preaches ſound doctrine, 

Deliver'd, not with air and tone theatrical, 

Like ſome divines, whoſe vanity thus mars | 

The meaning of their words; but couch'd in plain 

And eaſy language, adapted to the ears that liſten: 

His private life pourtrays contentment, 

For ſatisfied he ſeems with Fortune's lot, 

And ev'ry wiſh looks gratified within his cottage range; 

« Happy are the lambs which ſport about it, 

« And happy are the ſharers of it,” (ene) [ſures, 

Envied by the lordly paſſer- by, ſick with worldly plea- 

And uttering with a ſigh, how poor that bliſs, 

Which cumb'rous wealth, and vain ambition yield! 


REV. MR. DX D. 


A man who learning has acquired! 
And doubtleſs boaſts good ſenſe withal; 
But leſs indulgence on the lap of eaſe, 
Would better ſuit the pedagogue. 
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LATE VICE ADMIRAL SIR GEORGE. Ck#**%#*#%R. 


His true politeneſs and good breeding 

Beſpoke the Man of Faſhion: rough; born ſons; 

Accompliſhments not often woo'd by Neptune's 

Tho fond of ſhow—and pompous in ideas, he lov'd 

ceconomy ; 

And ſtrove to make as ſplendid an appearance, 

With what he earn'd by meritorious Induſtry, 

As Fortune's boundary would permit, 

And prudence taught was right for children's welfare. 

Vain Oſtentation's gew-gaw died, when vaniſh'd life, 

For wiſdom ſhone upon his funeral bier“; [ſepulchre 

(How many in their ſauntering paſſage to the marble 

Deſire to glitter thro? the humble ſhroud, 

And long to give proud conquering Death the lie ? 

For ill Ambition lives!) | 

And where, ye ſober ſages, for your ſenſe renown'd, 

On this frail ſpotted orb, o'er-ſpread with vanity and 
human follies, 


Exiſts the perfe?—fuultleſs mortal ? 


* The above Gentleman left Orders in his Will that his Funeral 


might be perfectly plain, 
« Holding vain pomp in duſt and aſbes very abſurd.” 
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Did ſuch a one e' er dwell in Greece or Rome, 

At Carthage, or within Britannia's diſſipated Iſle ? 

Oh, never, never! on earth then, look for men, and 
not for angels. [taſk be thine 

Let the bright tearful tribute flow—And Mem'ry, the 

To tell the Knight's fair virtues — 

Cover with the duſt each worldly weakneſs, 

And let them moulder with his bones, within the ſe- 

Inſcribing on the living monument, [ſcret grave; 

His bravery*—his conjugal affection — andhis friend- 
ſhip!!! | 


„Sir George diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the American War. 


4 
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* THE LATE REV. DOCTOR G » 
AND STRANGER, 


ScxxR. A Corn Stubble on the Doctor 3 Eſtate, at Wes in ths 
North of England, 


DOCTOR, 


Halloo ! my friend. you poacher—you pot-hunter! 
What buſineſs have you on my manor ? 
I like not thy appearance. M ho, and what are you ? 


STRAN GER. 


Theſe looks of mine have meaning in them; 
And if they're dark, they beſt explain my purpoſe; 
For know, I'm Duncan CAMPBELL !!!— 


DOCTOR, 


The Devil you are! 
Then I'll be off anon !!! 


STP.ANGER, 
A wiſe reſolve, good Doctor. (xreunt Omnee.) 
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POLITICAL STANZAS; 


Containing Advice to ſome GENTLEMEN of the OpposiTION, and 
foretelling the Loſſes which many of them wwould experience 
on Teceiving the FRATERNAL EMBRACE from the 
French JacoBINs. | 


COME liſten to me all good people; 
Sage Red Caps of Albion's Iſle; 

Ye menders of St. Steven's ſteeple, 
Who Johny Bull would now beguile. 


Howard beware! recall to mind 

The fate of Anceſtors in * Mary's cauſe; 
For thee let England bleſſings find, 

And mingle not in French applauſe. 


Ruſſel ! look thou to Bedford houſe, 
Place Puſs juſt in the larder's centre 
Yet fear no more the Britiſh Mouſe, 
But watch leſt Gallia's Rat ſhould enter. 


* Queen of Scots. 
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Let Whitbread guard the boiling Copper, 
His Veſſels mind (attend to reaſon's ſtory); 


For that is ſurely far more proper, 
Than teaching Billy Pitt the Tory. 


Albemarle's in need of teaching 
Francis, anon too“ wiſt-full coming; 
His brother Nabob #:ndly peaching— | 
Tis beſt for Phil to leave off humming. 


Let Fox ſurvey the Guillotine, 
( The bearded kiſs I ſcarce dare mention) 
Ah! gone would be his portly mein, 

And loft his well- earn d Penſion. 


Thompſon again would never ſee, 
Kind Faro ſmile at midnight play; 
His ten per cent,—or pedigree— 


Alas! Alas ! poor Mordecai / | 


* Or Whiſt-full, 
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Lambton would loſe his rich eſtate.— 
And Lauderdale his ſeat and title ; 
Earl Stanhope his vociferous pate; 
His Creft and Greatneſs, chicken Michael | 


E—k—e, the wiſe, for *changes known! 
And now a kind of dingy creature; 

At laſt ſhould fickle Fortune frown, 
Might haply turn a chimney ſweeper !!! 


But what, alas, becomes of Sherry / 
His credit gone—his purſe in want of ſtuffing— 


Ah! well may folks like him make merry, 
A crafty rogue—he can loſe nothing, 


* Mr. E-— has been ſucceſſively a ſailor, a ſoldier, and a 
Lawyer; and ſhould the doctrine of equality (which he appears 
ſo anxious to introduce) gain footing in this Country, he may 
poſlibly at laſt end his mad career (in this reſpe& however) by 
converting himſelf into a Chimney Sweeper / the nobleft change of 
all!!! and be obliged to plead Poverty inſtead of Cauſes, Sic tranſit 
Gloria Mundi, | 


* . 3 
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But Lansdown move not thou for peace - O ſtop 
Or Wycombe ne'er will Marquis be and Grey 
Poor Charley's grafted, growing prop, 
The ſecond fiddle ne'er will play. 


Take heed then men of wealth and fame, 
And bleſt Britannia's comforts own ; 
Revere a virtuous Monarch's name, 
A Prince ſucceeding to an envied throne, 


WIA 


2 


—— 


AN ENIGMA. 


Al rnouch often analized by unhappy and per- 
ſevering man, and many valuable ingredients are 
ſuppoſed to form my whole; the ableſt chemiſt in 
vain endeavours to explore my properties, nor can 
the moſt experienced philoſopher define my com- 
pound. 8 | 

Tis true, I am an enemy to man; but why? 
becauſe he makes me ſo.— I am of no colour, ſhape, 
weight, or ſubſtance; yet of ſuch conſiſtence, that 
the moſt accurate and obſerving eye cannot certify 
what circumference contains me. I occaſionally 
viſit the earth, but fickle are my wanderings, and 
ſhort my ſtay ; not that I diſlike the earth, but 
becauſe its inhabitants are averſe to me; yet ſome 
men have ſuppoſed that I exiſt only in the ſkies: 
others wade through the ſeas, traverſe the remoteſt 
corners of the globe, and ſearch the bowels of the 
earth to find me, but alas, in vain! In truth, they 
who ſeek me moſt, are furtheſt from me; tho at 


the ſame time I certainly am to be found, and that 


every day, and in every place; nothing is eaſier to be 
obtained, yet ſearch the world, and nothing appears 
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more difficult. Emperors would give millions 
could they call me theirs, and yet the meaneſt vaſſal 
may ſometimes poſſeſs me: though the entreaties 
of the rich, and the prayers of the poor, in general, 


ayail but little, for alike I fly the peaſant's ſtraw-topp'd 


roof and monarch's glittering throne ; ſo cheap and 
little known am I, that I ſell for nothing, and yet 
of ſuch immenſe value, that the treaſures of the 
Eaſt cannot command my purchaſe ; and though 
the moſt illiterate countryman has me within the 
limits of his native hamlet, at the ſame time the 


ſages of the world, in hopes of adding me to 


their ſtock of knowledge, are ever purſuing intricate 
paths to my abode. I am ſeldom (if ever) found 
in © priſons, but ſometimes near the ſickly bed of 
reſignation ; ſo fickle is my nature, that often in 
laviſh mood 1 become an infant's plaything ; at 
other times I wanton in the midnight dream, then 
at the feſtive board appear, but oftner in the lover's 
arms am found, yet where e'er I am, ſo ſhort's my 
ftay, ſo rapid is my flight, that I quickly vaniſh from 
the embraces of the moſt captivating fair; not that I 
am unwilling to ſtay, but becauſe my poſſeſſor, tho? 
deſirous of my company, yet will not keep me; 


and having no power of reſiſtance, when ordered to 


depart, neceſſity compels me to obey. Diocletian 
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ſighed for me, when clothed in his imperial purple; 
and Solomon at length ſearched for me no more. 
Youth, beauty, health, riches, honors, elegance and 
grace combin'd, invite me to be their conſtant _ 
gueſt in vain: like a phantom of the imagination, 
I appear and vaniſh before their ſight ; and though 
reflection aſſures them that they had me in their 
poſſeſſion, they can neither tell of what I conſiſt, 
nor where I am to be found, tho* I may appear 
again, when perhaps they little think of me: in fact, 
when in actual poſſeſſion, I am the leaſt thought of. 
With death I ſlumber in the filent grave: the dead 
then, you'll ſay poſſeſs me,—yet (ſtrange to tell) 
they know me not. The firſt parents of mankind, 
when placed in their earthly paradiſe, and ſurroun- 
ded with every bleſſing of the new created world, 
had all but me to render happineſs complete, but 
by endeayouring to obtain me, ingrafted fin upon 
their proſterity, though I was then at their com- 
mand, and am now to be poſſeſſed (without offend- 
ing the Almighty) by every individual on the 
face of God's earth 
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The following Letter was written at a time when 
the Huge urproportionable poultice round the neck, and 
the ſhort thick bludgeon were firſt conſidered as or- 
naments to the perſon of an Engliſh gentleman ; and 
when theatrical performances were nightly interrup- 
ted, and the audience inſulted by a ſet of Box-Lobby 
Loungers, who gained admittance to the Play through 
the medium of that abuſed privilege, an Order ; and 
many of whom were diſcovered to have emerged from 
dark All:ys, and ſubterraneous Cells. 


To the Proprietor of Covent-Garpen THEATRE. 


My not having the pleaſure of your 
acquaintance, will, I preſume, prove a ſufficient 
apology for the liberty an Individual takes, in thus 
publickly addrefling his ſentiments to you: particu- 
larly, as you are the only perſon, by whoſe interfe- 
rence the grievances he complains of, and the 
Public in general, can meet with redreſs. = 
The ſubject I allude to is, Sir, the continual up- 
roar that is almoſt nightly excited in the Theatre, 
by a ſet of Counter-Gentlemen, buckiſh Apprentice- 
Boys, Fourney- men Chair-makers, Attornies' Clerks, or 
whatever title they may think proper to appropri- 
ate to themſelves, for I confeſs they are a ſpecies 
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of Animals, whoſe nature is beyond the efforts 
of my feeble pen to deſcribe; they are poſſeſſed of 
properties peculiar to themſelves, deficient as to 
faculties (ſave thoſe common to all brutes) one with 
another; but from the little trouble I have taken 
to analize the major part of this egregious herd, 
they appear to me to be a compoſition of ignorance, 
vice, and blackguardiſm, formed to diſgrace ſociety, 
and blended with no one deſirable quality to render 
their impertinence leſs deſguſting, or their deſpica- 
ble appearance indeed tolerable: but without com- 
menting upon the genus of theſe outre characters 
which little deſerves your attention, I am ſerious 
Sir, in telling you, that without ſome ſtop is ſhortly 
put to their proceedings, in time no perſon, either 
of faſhion or reputation, will, attend the Theatre. 
It will degrade (as is already nearly the caſe) into 
a mere receptacle of riot and plunder,— a lounging 
place for pickpockets and blackguards, where no 
gentleman, at the riſk of loſing both his purſe and 
character, will venture to appear. How theſe igno- 
ramuſes earn the money, or where they get it 
to admit them to the Play every evening, is as 
ſtrange as it is inconceivable; however, certain it 
is, they do contrive to ſcrape half-a-crown together 
by ſome means or other, and aſſemble there, not to 
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fee or hear the Play, but merely for the purpoſe of 
meeting their drunken acquaintances, and ns 
a diſtburbance. 
| Is it not hard, Sir, that . releaſed from 
their profeſſion or buſineſs, or others who really come 
for an hour's amuſement to the Play, are to be 
annoy'd with the inceſſant prattle of thoſe imperti- 
nent puppies? Is not ſuch irregularity degrading to 
the eyes of Foreigners, diſguſting toall ſenſible men, 
and reproachful to a London Theatre ? 

The principle cauſe from whence theſe grievan- 
ces proceed, is the admitting a certain deſcription 
of women to the front boxes: they may not be the 
creators of the noiſe themſelves, (though I fancy it 

will be found they ſometimes are) yet they are the 

chief origin from whence it iſſues; they act like 
loadſtones, drawing theſe reſiſtleſs boobies by attrac- 
tion. Now Sir, if theſe women were confined to 
the Green-Boxes, there alſo would theſe rioters re- 
fort; and by this the evil would be conſiderably 
lefſened. Where would be the * of ſuch a 
regulation? 

You may aſk, how is it to be put in execution? 
and likewiſe ſay, that theſe women tend in a great 
meaſure to the filling of the houſe, and that the 

| Theatre would ſuffer was ſuch a regulation to take 
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place. To the firſt of theſe ſuppoſed interrogatories 
I anſwer, the time may be remembered, as I have 
been informed, when no woman of the above 
deſcription (at leaſt avowedly known to be) dared 
to ſhew her face in the front Boxes. If ſuch a 
regulation exiſted once, why may it not be re- 
eſtabliſhed ? It exiſts now, with regard to the 
ſide Boxes; there can be no reaſon therefore, why 
the ſame rules of decency ſhould not be extended 
to the front. Secondly, it would leave room for 
many reſpeQable families, who now, abſolutely, 
as is well known, refuſe themſelves and daugh- 
ters the gratification of going to the Play, merely 
on the above account; they cannot ſhut their ears 
| againſt the obſcene diſcourſe that repeatedly mo- 
leſts them; they muſt therefore either deny them- 
ſelves this rational amuſement, or ſubject their daugh- 
ters to ruin and deſtruction. —They would therefore fill 
the Boxes inſtead of theſe women and their drunken 
admirers, who would retire up ſtairs, where they 
might vent their indecent raillery, unheard by the 
chaſte ear of modeſty. 

I mean not to upbraid the unhappy ſituation of 
theſe unfortunate victims, which merits rather pity 
than cenſure ; deplorable however as that may be, 
J believe few of them are ſenſible of it, nor can I 
conceive, that it by any means entitles them to diſ- 
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turb the audience, nor by holding out the alluring 
bait of vice, to divert modeſt females from the paths 
of happineſs, or compel virtue to quit the field. 

Vu are the perſon, Sir, to whom an inſulted 
Public look up to redreſs theſe indecencies, and to 


ſet ſome regularity on foot. Should you be wil- 


ling to take itin hand, a reformation may, no doubt, 
be effected; and I ſhould think the manager of 
Dury-Lane Theatre would be proud to avail himſelf 
of an example that tended ſo much to the benefit of 


ſociety, particularly when held forth by a gentleman 


of your character. 


(Sign'd). 


Nov. 24th 1789. 


A Well-wifher to the Theatres. 
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For the MORNING HERALD. 


MATRIMONIAL EXCURSIONS TO INDIA. 


MR. EpiToR, 


I have read the different opinions of 


your ſeveral correſpondents lately upon the ſub- 
ject of parents ſending their —_— to India, on 
matrimonial purſuits. 

Will you permit me to ſuggeſt a few remarks in 
oppolition to thoſe advanced by your friend Philo- 
gynes,* in the Herald of the 20th Inſtant, a paper 
which has ſometimes honoured my humble offerings 
with its patronage. 2 

I ama young man, Mr. Editor, and therefore dif- 
fident in oppoſing my opinion to the judgment of 
thoſe whoſe ſuperior years and experience enable them 
to decide with more wiſdom and ability; but the 
ſubject in queſtion, and the practice alluded to, I 
humbly conceive, require neither of the above- 
mentioned requiſites to approve or condemn it. | 

Philogynes comprehends a parent's expoſing his 
daughter to ſale in the Eaſt-Indies, and taking 
-her under his own protection to a watering 


* SpeQaator's Adversary. 
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place, to be one and the ſame thing. I profeſs my- 
ſelf a friend to the fair ſex, and readily admit a young 
woman's anxiety for a huſband, to be juſt and rea- 
ſonable: I lament the ſituation they are placed in, and 
the rigid conduct, the laws of virtue, and decorum, 
conſtrain them to obſerve; but notwithſtanding, they 
will, I hope, forgive me if I do not approve, and I 
truſt many of them poſſeſſed of the finer feelings of 
delicacy, will agree with me in condemning the 
practice in queſtion. 

I am one, Mr. Editor, of a numerous family, to 
whom nature has not been deficient in beſtowing 
the advantages of common perſonal attraction; but 
I conſider a ſiſter of mine, going under her mother's 
protection to Brighton, or to Harrowgate, and ex- 
porting her like merchandize to Madras or Bengal, to 
be differences as wide aſunder as pole is from pole: In 
the ir place, a parent taking his daughter to a wa- 
tering place (as the phraze is to ſhew her), though 
it may be ſuppoſed ſhe comes there to attract the lover, 
and ſeek the huſband, yet it has a very oppoſite ap- 
pearance: there is no indecency or indelicacy attend- 
ing it; it may be imagined, (and which is often the 
caſe) that ſhe comes there for health, or for pleaſure ; 
neither of which conſtructions can be put on thoſe 
who ſeek their fortunes in the Eaſt, expoſing them- 
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ſelves to a climate ill adapted to their tender frames 
and conſtitutions, and various other diſadvantages ; 
they avowedly and purpoſely go there to ſell them- 
ſelves. Will any body avouch they explore thoſe 
ſultry regions either for pleaſure or for health? No: 
but the conſequences of ſuch infatuation in parents 
are ſerious, and often truly lamentable. 

Did Philogynes never hear an inſtance of ſeduction 
practiſed during a voyage? I could tell him of many: 
Did he never hear of an afflicted father weeping the 
diſgrace of a ruined and unhappy daughter, whoſe 
deſtruction, by his own imprudence, himſelf has been 
the author of; a diſtracted brother revenging the 
inſulted fall of an injured and deſerted ſiſter; or a 
wretched orphan (whoſe hopes hav* been blaſted in 
their bud) lingering a life of infamy; the object of 


her own remorſe, unlamented, unpitied, and forgot- 
ten? Theſe are evils not advanced on ſuppoſition, 
but apparent facts; true as they are notorious. 

It is, perhaps, often the caſe (J believe generally) 
that theſe adventuring young ladies have a friend or 
protectreſs to receive them on their arrival; but 
not always, nor frequently to ſecure them againſt 
the dangers and allurements of a ſea voyage. I have 
two brothers in the Eaſt, in very eligible ſituations, 


beſides other near relations, which are inducements 
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and protections, few young women who venture 
themſelves there, can boaſt of; but I declare that no 
views, either of intereſt or ambition, would ever in- 
duce me to conſent to ſending a ſiſter of mine to In- 
dia, ſave the conditions of her going out under the im- 
mediate eye of a father or a brother, and a parental 
roof to protect and foſter her on her landing. I 
would rather ſee her married to a country clergyman, 
poor as he might be, than wade through the many 
intercepting difficulties and temptations ſhe muſt 
encounter in her paſſage to the fount of oriental 
ſplendor. I would not even truſt a friend (in the 
literal ſenſe of the word) to guard her againſt the 
many ſnaresand opportunities of forgetfulneſs which 
occur during a four or five months? voyage. Friends 
are ſometimes treacherous; and in the moment of 
delirious love, may forget the ties of honor and hu- 
manity. I could, was I at liberty, relate Ph:logynes 
a late inſtance of the kind, where gratitude and 
friendſhip have been ſo polluted and abuſed, that 
provided it compelled him to reclaim his opinion, 
would, I will venture to affirm, (if he poſſeſſes a feel- 
ing heart) make him ſhudder at the peruſal, and 
tremble for the daughters of unprotected innocence. 
Fearing you ſhould think me too prolix, Mr. 
Editor, as the ſubject has been ſo ably and frequently 
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WH, 


diſcuſſed of late in your intelligent paper, I con- 
clude by perfectly agreeing with ARLAND, and 
thoſe of his opinion, that the practice of parents 
ſending - their daughters to India, in purſuit of 
huſbands, is not only often productive of the worſt 
conſequences, but indecent, indelicate, and ought 
not to be countenanced. 


(Sign'd) 


September 21, 1791. 
_ ____ SpECTATOR. 
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For the Morning. HERALD. 
We bave ſeotch'd the Ms not A it, 
| She*U'chſe and br berſelf. Macezrn. 


"Ma. L Wel „ 

You will not, I * acouſe: me of 
abuſing your goodneſs, if I once more intrude my 
ſentiments, through the channel of your indulgent 
Paper, to the inſpection of the ſage Philogynes, by 
way of taking leave, and TO him well over the 
ſtones. 

He certainly ſtands in an awkward fituation to 
attack the enemy, and does not diſplay his good 
generalſhip, in ſticking ſo obſtinately to the ſtation 
he has choſen, being ſurrounded on all ſides by 
numerous adverſaries, without one ſingle friend or 
folitary ally to uſurp or eſpouſe his cauſe: deſertion, 
in ſuch a caſe, would not be unſoldier-like nor diſ- 
_ graceful, though notwithſtanding his age“ and ex- 
perience may think otherwiſe: I allow him, how- 
ever, due praiſe for his undaunted and perſevering 
ſpirit, and feel ſomewhat for the dangers which 
threaten him, as he owns himſelf to have been 
a little frightened by the buzzing of the Tony 8 


Pee See Note I. at the End. 
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balls, though not yet wounded; if he means as 
to conſcience, I believe he may reſt pretty ſafe, 
as no ſting will be — to force its 
way through his e ne coat af armour to 
his heart. INI nd 
He tells us he is mn, 1 douks not his 
being a gentleman, and therefore rely on his word! 
though from the ardent love he profeſſes for the 
fair ſex; and the amorous expreſſion of dear crea- 
tures, &c. in his former letter, one would ſuppoſe 
he was not yet arrived at the meridian of life, as 
they are certainly rather warm ideas for a man to 
poſſeſs in the autumn of his days. A perſon leſs 
credulous, and more ill- natured than myſelf, might 
be inclined to doubt his veracity; and from his irre- 
ſiſtible deſire of having the India markets well 
ſupplied with female beauty, would ſuppoſe him a 
little interefted in promoting the traffic, and increaſ- 
ing the e 4; of thoſe n and nn 
regions. d 
Philogynes in Meets * he terms i) of the 
helpleſs fair ones, confeſſes he expected to draw on 
his head a neſt of hornets; a manifeſt proof that he 
knew his cauſe was a bad one: he is certainly (not- 
withſtanding his years) rather dull of comprehen- 
ſion (whether from nature or inclination, he himſelf 
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beſt knows); I muſt, therefore, more explicitly ex- 
plain to him, that when I ſtated ſeduction as an evil 
to be dreaded during a voyage to India, my appre- 
henſions were not founded on the weak baſis of 
one inſtance occurring in a thouſand ; nor did I mean 
to aſſert, that a young woman never arrived with her 
bale of virtue at the eaſtern market; but that the 
evils I complained of, did not ſeldom, but frequently 
occur; and as Philegynes is ſo intereſted in the buſi- 
neſs of female commerce, if he will give himſelf 
the trouble to make enquiry of thoſe who can in- 
form him, he will find my aſſertions to be true, and 
founded on the . beſt authority; and as to a girl 
being leſs expoſed to the arts of a libertine on board 
a crouded ſhip, than in almoſt any other ſituation, 
it is-ſuch a futile affirmation, that I ſcarcely think it 
deſerves anſwering. 

The libertine on land has opportunities enough 
of gratifying his inclinations on numbers of already 
depraved wretches (many of whom have voluntarily 
entered into a life of infamy, and continue to baſk 
in the field of pleaſure unrepining) without diſtur- 
bing the peace of a whole family, and murdering 
the reputation of the yet unpolluted and innocent 
female; and ſhe ſurely is not ſo much expoſed to 
his arts at home, nor is there the temptation, the 
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incitements to vice, and examples of indecency which 
preſent themſelves aboard a ſhip; and, laſtly, if ſhe 
goes aſtray when under the eye of her own parents, 
they have not themſelves to reproach for the con- 
ſequences. She muſt be of a naturally depraved diſ- 
poſition if ſhe errs from the path of rectitude in the 
latter caſe ; whereas, in the former, it is example, 7 
together with the ſcenes of familiarity ſhe: has not = 
been uſed to, (and ſeldom inclination) which allures 4 
her from the thorny way:. 3 
Philagynes next proceeds to At Sigh theſe i 
young women cannot find huſbands in their native 1 
country. T. A. before told him, that it was the 
pride and ambition of parents, together, perhaps, 
with a little ſelf vanity (which ſome miſſes are 
poſſeſſed of) that prevented their entering into a ſtate 
of wedlock, which certainly is the caſe. This pre- 
tended defender of the fair ſex talks of argument 
many able ones have been advanced in condemna- 
tion of female exportation, but I have not yet ſeen 
one in favor of it. He has certainly forgot himſelf 
in the preſent inſtance; I am, however, happy to 
find myſelf of his opinion in ſome: points; my judge- 
ment is flattered when approved of by the aged and [ 
experienced; — He owns the ſubject is too painful 
to dwell upon, and ſeems at length to be convin= 
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ced that there is more indelicacy at {eaſt in a,parent's 
expoſing his daughter to ſale in the Eaſt Indies, 
than taking her under his on eye to a watering place; 
and I fancy, allows that a more favourable conſtruc- 
tion can be put upon the latter than the former. I 
perfectly agree with him in theſe reſpects, though 
I confeſs: I cannot trace the compariſon he has 
drawn and ſo cuttingly lettered in italics, & at the 
cloſe of his letter. A man is formed to buſtle 
through life in any ſituation, and is juſtifiable in 
ſeekingchis fortune in any part of the world, which 
he can do with as much honor in the Eaſt, as in his 
native country: and it would be hard indeed, 
after atwenty years reſidence in an unhealthy climate, 
and returning, perhaps, with an impaired conſtitu- 
tion, was he not to reap the harveſt of his . 
to ſupport him in the decline of life. ©W 70 

I will not treſpaſs any longer, Mr. Uebe 
your patience. I am perhaps, now awakening the 
feelings of many who may be ſad witneſſes to the 
truth of my aſſertions; to turn therefore the battery 
of Philogynes againſt himſelf, I muſt obſerve, that 
he has given aſſertions without proof, and approba- 
tion without ſupport: he has been buzzing about 
till he is feared no longer; and whether from age, or 


* See Note II. at the End. 
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what cauſe, I know not, but he has certainly loſt 
the faculty of inging. I would adviſe him, therefore, 
to ſneak into his hive before the winter ſets in, (as 
he will, I fear, be froze to death in theſe cold regions) 
or elſe to retire up the Ghauts,* and wait till a 
more favourable opportunity offers of exploding his 
ammunition with better effect, as it at preſent only 
makes a report, and is waſted in vain. 


(Sign'd) 


5 September 28, 1791. | 


* See Note III. at the End. 
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„The papers containing other Letters, which the author in- 
ed to compriſe in this volume, are 8 and the manulcriges 
deſtroyed, 
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Tens -alluſion. has by ſame been 8 Ray 
vere; it may by others be deemed totally inapplicable: 
the author therefore thinks proper to obſerve, that 
he drew the ſketch in the words of Macbeth, more 
from general report than individual opinion; and 
general report is often erroneous z he would be ſorry 
(even in this private manner) to wrong the cha- 
rater of any man, more particularly the memory 
of the dead; a perſon too, who by marriage, was in 
ſome degree connected with his own relations, and 
whoſe family, on certain occaſions, he had evinced 
a readineſs to ſerve, — The name, however, being left 
entirely blank, without even an initial to guide the 
reader, ſhould the cap not fit the head for which it 
vas intended, the falſe covering will of courſe tum- 
ble to the ground, without injury to any:—the per- 
ſon repreſented, without calling in queſtion his public: 
conduct, was at leaſt unfortunate in the behaviour 
of a ſon, and he might be anxious to blot from re- 
collection the indignities which he had heaped upon 


ak * 
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him: — the doubts too, under which he muſt have 
laboured, with reſpect to cutting off from a ſplendid 
fortune, the child, who by law, would ſucceed to his 
title, will naturally be ſuppoſed to have occaſioned 
him many unhappy moments. The ſketch therefore, 
as delineating a diſturbed mind, though from a dif- 
ferent cauſe, may, in particular points, attach and 
reſemble the Anden in which „ pours 
ways Macbeth 2 | 
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81K FREDERIC V##*E. (Page 33 


THE anecdote on which this ſketch was founded 
isto the following 8 which may not be we 5 
rally known. 

A gentleman of immenſe — and wretched 
in the midſt of abundance, in order to avoid expen- 
ces on the road, had made it a practice, when travel- 
ling into the North of England, to convert the 
manſions of his acquintance into thoſe leſs cere- 
monious receptacles, commonly called Ian, by 
lodging himſelf, a fervant, and a couple of horſes, 
in ſnug quarters for two or three days, or for as long 
a time as was neceſſary to recruit them, to ſtretch 
forty or fifty miles further; he would then move 
on to another friend's houſe, greeting them all with + 
the like ſalutation How do you do, my worthy 
« good friend? —You' whom I would ſerve in prefe- 
cc rence to any other, &c.—At length, after having 
enjoyed this convenient method of travelling for 
many years, he is ſaid to have met with a rebuff at 
the ſeat of the above baronet. © On his route thither | 
dne ſummer, he fell in with a mutual friend, W wWũʃ1π 

likewiſe intended paſſing a few days with Sir Fre- | 
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derick : this gentleman halts younger, or probably 
travelling with. greater expedition) reached the 
place of deſtination ſooner than the other, and an- 
nouncing in the court- yard that the perſon in queſtion 
was on his way there, to pay his annual viſit, the 
hoſpitable baronet replied in words ſimilar to: theſe, 
— “ That his gates were ever open to friends and 
ec gentlemen; but characters of ſuch a ſtamp he did 
ec not wiſh to entertain; and that the ſooner he 
departed, the better he ſhould be pleaſed. 
Some of Sir Frederick's ſervants overhearing the 
.converſation which paſſed, actuated either by ill- 
nature and diſlike towards wealthy miſers, or wiſhing 
to create a laugh over the ale - pot, related to the 
old gentleman's attendant what they had heard, who 
again repeated it to his maſter; and the reproach ſo 
ruffled his fender feelings, that he afterwards waited 
on his fellow traveller in London, bedewed in tears, 
to know if the ſad ſtory was true. — Alas, it was but 
too true; and it is ſaid to have had ſuch an effect 
upon the di/intere/ted mind of this ſecond: Creſus, 
(the tale having ſpread abroad) that he has ſeldom 
fince viſited the northern regions, + but confin'd'his 
rambles on horſe-back to the environs of the gay 
metropolis. The character alluded to, is delineated 
in theſe Sketches, and though the author of them is 
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indebted to him for many expreſſions of family re- 
gard, and has been honored with many a ſoft ſqueeze 
by the hand, accompanied with the general ſalutation 
of C How does my worthy young friend, &c. he de- 
termined i in his deſcriptions of men, that thoſe tokens 
of affection, (whether real or fictitibus) ſhould not 
lure him from what he conceived” to be the n 
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MISS —— (Page 36.) 4 


THIS Sketch, as it may be conſidered rather un- 
juſtly ſevere, is intended to convey a hint to the 
young lady it repreſents, to be more ſatisfied with 
the perſon with which nature has endowed her, and 
which is very paſſable, and not to place too falſe a value 
on ſo periſhable and chimerical a bleſſing (or rather 
commodity) as the gift of undiſputed beauty. Let 
her reflect that the happineſs reſulting from vanity 
is of ſhort duration, and that the regret, occaſioned 
by the remembrance of faded charms (like paſt joys) 
when admirers ſhall have fled, is more poignant to 
the ambitious heart, than the idea can be gratifying, 
of wearing for a few fleeting years, or poſſibly 
months only, the temporary crown of female at- 
traction; the once glittering gems of which, by re/ig- 
nation, are converted into thorns; and be aſſured 
that the well-bred woman (of eaſy manners, and 
whoſe agreeable countenance beams with contented 
ſmiles) is more captivating in the wife, than the 
moſt delicate ſet of exact features; which, if they 
pleaſe the lover for a tranſient minute, quickly, very 
quickly, vaniſh in the eyes of the Huſband. The 
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latter, like ſummer's ſhort-liv'd gaudy flowers, are 
gazed upon only whilſt the ſun ſhines :—The former 
is the modeſt myrtle that ſmiles upon the winter's 
frown, and flouriſhes in eternal ſpring. 


HE LATE REV. DOCTOR G- — 
: AND STRANGER, Page 51.) 


THE ſtory on which this Sketch takes its ground, 
may (with ſome preceding ones) require an expla- 
natory note; the anecdote perhaps not being ſuffici- 
ently known, to give the reader any clue to the 
character it is intended to delineate; viz. Lord 
Eglintoune loſt his life by endeavouring to wreſt a 
fowling piece from the hands of Duncan Campbell. 
A tale in ſome degree ſimilar is related of the late 
worthy gentleman here repreſented. One morning 
(as report has it)when the Reverend Divine was tra- 
verſing ſome part of his eſtate on horſe-back, he 
eſpied at a diſtance a perſon, who, from his appear - 
ance, he conceived had no authority to ſport upon 
his manor, and riding over hedge and ditch in great 
haſte, he accoſted the offender in terms not very 
grateful to a feeling ear. —© who, and what are 
you?“ &c. The ftranger (treating the Doctor's 
interference with contempt and ridicule) replied, - 
with a determined countenance and menacing action, 
that he was the ghoſt of Duncan Campbell, upon 
which the cautious divine it is ſaid (probably being 
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inſtantly ſtruck with the melancholy event occa- 
ſioned by the above nobleman's raſhneſs, and dread- 
ing the conſequences that might enſue from the 8 
intemperance of a man heated with paſſion, had he 


continued his degrading interrogatories) immediately 
dclapped ſpurs to his horſe and galloped away much 


faſter than he came.—A good ſtory, the old proverb 
ſays, never loſes by telling; and poſſibly this, like all 
others, may have received a little embelliſhment in its 
paſſage from one mouth to another. —The day being 
cold and ſtormy, the Doctor, to ward off the effects of 

the north wind, had faſtened a red handkerchief round 


his clerical chapeau, which might give him more the 


reſemblance of one of Macbeth's witches, on an 
aeriel flight from the Highlands, than the repreſen- 
tative of twelve thouſand per annum; and this gentle- 
man, or poacher, (which ever he might be) took him, 
in all likelihood, either for the humble vicar of 
ſome neighbouring village, intereſting himſelf in fo- 
reign concerns, or for ſome meddling farmer equally 
officious. 


ä 


_— hs 


r 


THE AUTHOR's NOTE 
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SKETCHES IN GENERAL, 


THE Author here takes an opportunity to ob- 
ſerve, that (however inconſiderable may be the merit 
of theſe Sketches in other reſpects) they have at leaſt 
been admired for their ſimilitude to the Characters he 
attempted a haſty repreſentation of, and on their firſt 
appearance, few of them were read a ſecond time to 
thoſe who knew his family connections, the originals 
of which were not immediately recognized: If, there- 
fore, in one or two inſtances he has ſtepped out of the 
beaten track, hepreſumes the offence will admit of re- 
conciliation. Truth and Fuftice are the ſupporters to 
7 his Coat of Arms; and True to the end, his Motto; 
and he has endeavoured (he believes ſucceſsfully) 
not to forfeit them, either by dreſſing up his beſt 
friend and neareſt relative * in a ſuit of tawdry fo- 
reign qualifications or by unjuſtly debaſing and 
holding up to undeſerved ridicule, his worſt and moſt 
inveterate enemy. 


84 AUTHOR'S NOTE, 


The writer would ſubje& himſelf to the imputa- 
tion of vanity (at leaſt from thoſe to whom he is 
unknown, and who may honor his productions with 
a reading) were he here to re-echo the applauſes 
that followed a peruſal of them (independent of 
the boaſt he chiefly prides himſelf upon, viz. their 
Truth and Juſtice) by a man of literature, and an im- 
partial Judge: To become the trumpeter of one's 
own fame is mean and degrading : the well-earned 
laurel ſhines brighte/t when bluſhing from the robe 
of modeſty; but as . Mihil eſt niſi hoc ſciat Alter,” 
is certainly true as relating to genealogy, (for of 
what advantage is noble extraction, and a long lift 
of entombed anceſtors to the ſons of birth, if not 
known to others?) ſo it may be with reſpect to 
private writings, and of little conſequence is it to 
the owner of them, if his friends are not gratified 
with a ſight of the garland which ſuperior genius has 
beſtowed on his deſerts: he hopes, therefore, he 
may wave his diffidence in the beginning of theſe 
remarks, and be excuſed in repeating, ſo far as 
to report, the praiſes were ſuch as to recommend 
it to him ſeriouſly to attempt the drama. He has 
at times had this projet in contemplation, and 
by theſe encouragements, when a few more years 
paſſing over his head ſhall have ſufficiently matu- - 


AUTHOR's NOTE. 85 


* 


red his ideas (ſhould it be the will of God to 
continue his life and health) he may poſſibly put 
his abilities in this line to the teſt, by again 
taking up the Tragic Lyre*; but a Play (parti- 
cularly a Tragedy) is not written in a week, or a 
month; and he is rather unwilling to embrace an 


undertaking which he conſiders as arduous, and 
to handle a ſubject, to accompliſh the end of which 
demands more leiſure and more thought than at 
preſent he is deſirous to ſacrifice to cloſe ſtudy. 


* Alluding to a volume of Elegiac Poems, written and pub- 
liſhed by the Author of theſe Sketches. | 
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NOTES 


To THE LAST OF THE THREE CONCLUDING 
| LETTERS. 


Nore I. Pact 66. 


Philogynes ſtated himſelf to be an old man, whoſe 
_ paſſions had long ſubſided, and who intereſted him- 
ſelf ſolely for the good of the fair-ſex :—Spectator, he 
ſuſpected, inſtead of a youngster, to be ſome diſap- 


pointed old maid, envious of her neighbour's youth 


and beauty, and the joys of wedlock; but in this 
ſurmiſe he was peculiarly unfortunate. 


———— — H- 


Norz II. Pack 70. 


Philogynes threw out ſome reflections upon gen- 
tlemen ſeeking their fortunes in India (alluding, as 
Spectator conceived, to his relations abroad) and 
abſurdly ſtating that the practice was parallel to 
female exportation !!! 
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Vers, Il. Pac 71. 


When theſe 8 were written, . Was 
waging war with Tippoo Sultan, which will account 
for the expreflion Ghauts, &c. 


leer thought proper tb wage i faper war, 


(being more ſecure) and ſhot his pointleſs arrows 


from a ſly corner; he was at length completely dri- 


ven from the field of battle into an unknown ſhady 


deſert, being "obliged (as he ſaid) to retire into the 


eountry; and offering, in extenuation of his ignomi- 
nious flight, the cowardly excuſe, © that he found 
the obſtinacy of his enemies incurable” —that is, 
he found their batteries ing” a good n 
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